Spelling
Strategies

The ideas in this book can be used all
year to help your child practise
spelling words.

How Do Children Learn To Spell?
Firstly, it is important to understand that not all children
learn to spell in the same way.
Gone are the days of giving children a weekly list of 10
words and expecting them to rehearse them for a test – this
doesn’t encourage children to explore and engage with the
English language and become confident, independent spellers,
who can apply their knowledge across a range of words.
Good spellers use a combination of strategies to help them
recall words, drawing upon the strategy which is most
useful for the particular word at that time.
Children need to regularly hear, see, visualise mentally,
rehearse, write and use spellings in their written work for
them to become internalised. They should talk about the
meaning of words they are learning to spell and practise
saying/writing them in full sentences.

Children are required

to have an extensive vocabulary in order to complete the
KS2 SATS.
Most importantly, learning spellings should be a fun and
positive experience, giving the children the confidence to
‘have a go.’

They should feel success and that it is okay
to learn from mistakes.

Use the ideas in this book to help your child practise
spellings listed in their half-termly homework grid.

This is

located on their class webpage at: http://www.lancasterlaneschool.ik.org/

Why is Learning to Spell So Important?
For

communication:

So

we

can

confidently

and

coherently

communicate in writing with others for a variety of purposes, e.g.
letters, forms, complaints, coursework, essays, etc…

For understanding: Being a proficient speller, also helps you to become
a

proficient reader

–

the

two skills are

closely

inter-linked.

When

learning spellings, children make links between groups of words so
they are more likely to understand the meaning of new words they
come across in reading and everyday life.

A tool for other learning:

Being able to read and spell, underpins

learning across the curriculum, from following instructions in a maths
problem, or researching the Romans in history, to recording findings
in a science session.

If child cannot read and spell confidently, they

will also find other areas of the curriculum a challenge to access. It
will slow them down.
For self-esteem: Children who struggle with reading and spelling, can
lack confidence and have low-self-esteem because they struggle on a
daily basis.

They can develop a negative attitude towards learning.

For future success: Let’s face it, further education or job applications
littered with spelling errors don’t make it very far.

Your child cannot

pass the Writing and the Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling tests in
Year 6 unless they are confident spellers.

To avoid reliance on technology: We can’t rely on computers to check
our spellings – they are not fool-proof and get it wrong too!

For positive first impressions: Rightly or wrongly, when people read
something written and it is full of spelling errors, it may create a poor
impression about the writer.

Sensory / Visual Strategies
These methods are particularly effective for children with dyslexic
tendencies although are still highly beneficial for all learners.



Trace it on each other’s back/palm/a table – can they work out
what the word is?



Look & discuss the shape of the whole word.
letters?

Looped letters?

How many tall

Are there any double letters?

 Box it up
 Write
in sand /
glitter /
foam / chalk

 Look, say, cover, write & check
 Build from magnetic letters / letters cut
from magazines
 Play Hangman
 Make anagrams.
Example: fthotghuluthoughtful
 Complete a word search - you can easily make your
own online via websites like:
http://thewordsearch.com/maker/

Rote / Repetition
 Tracing over /
copying words

 Pyramid words

 How many times can you
write it in 60
seconds?

Can

you beat your
time?
 Rainbow words



Write words in dry-wipe on

a shower window, then wash
away.
 Record words on lollipop
sticks and challenge them to spell at
random times, e.g. keep them in your car
for the journey to school.

How many

can they get through each morning?

Using Phonic &
Letter-String Knowledge
 Sound out aloud / use a phoneme frame.
 Link sounds (phonemes) we
hear in words to how we
know they look in writing
(graphemes).
Example:

‘haunted’ might use

‘aw,’ ‘or,’ or ‘au.’

Which one do

I

think it is?
 Write words on balls in ball pool…
Examples: can they find and spell a
specific word?

How many words can

they find with ‘ough’ letter string?
 Practise groups of words spelt the same way. Example:
lotion, potion, promotion, pollution…

 Sort words depending on how they are
spelt.
 Search for
sounds/letter strings in a
magazine and highlight.

Learning & Applying Rules
For Suffixes & Prefixes
 Turn it into a dice game.

 Look out for words while
you are reading – collect
examples you find.

 Print or make your own board game.

re di
s
u mi

Splitting Into Chunks (Syllables)
Counting ‘chunks’ out on their fingers or clapping them out
can help children to confidently tackle longer words.
As children practise words it can help for them to visually
split them up, using highlighters, boxes or writing on
separate bits of paper.

Picking Out Tricky Parts
 Make up saying (mnemonic) for particularly
tricky words.

You can find examples on

line or make up your own.

 Look for words
within words.

How

many can you find?

Dictionary Skills
There is a major focus on dictionary skills in the
new curriculum, starting from placing words into
alphabetical order earlier in the Infants.

As they

move through school, children should become
proficient in using a dictionary to check the spelling
of words when proof-reading and editing their
written work.

Infants: Say the alphabet in order, place a small set of words in alphabetical order & locate a letter in a
simple dictionary, e.g. ‘m.’
Lower Juniors: Use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary.

Upper Juniors: Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words & use the first 3 or 4 letters of a
word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary.


Play searching games.
Example: can you find a verb starting with ‘b?’



Time how long it takes them to locate a word in the dictionary.



Practise placing a set of words in alphabetical order.



Use the dictionary to choose a ‘word of the week.’
somewhere, e.g. the fridge.



Display it

Can you all try to use it each day?

Play guessing games.
Example: Say a page number and a word number and then give
the definition…can they guess the word?

Common Error Exception Words
As well as having a series of graphemes, letter-strings and
spelling rules to learn, your child is expected to read and
spell a set of common error exception words each year,
outlined in the statutory National Curriculum set out by the
government.

Your child’s teacher will provide you with a

list of these words for your reference and they can be
practised using the strategies suggested in this booklet.

